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REPORT. 

Boston,  Jan.  10,  1911. 

To  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

In  submitting  to  your  honorable  Board,  as  required  by 
statutory  provisions  (section  3,  chapter  116,  Acts  of  1902), 
this,  the  eighteenth  semiannual  report  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Cattle  Bureau,  it  seems  fitting  to  state,  by  way  of  preface, 
that,  as  I  have  been  in  charge  of  the  office  only  since  Oct.  5, 
1910,  the  report  which  is  for  the  year  ending  'Noy.  30,  1910, 
must  necessarily,  so  far  as  its  tabulations  of  work  performed 
are  concerned,  represent,  in  >  a  large  degree,  the  administra- 
tion of  my  predecessor.  Of  course  it  includes  also  the  work 
performed  since  the  date  of  my  commission,  a  period  of  barely 
two  months. 

In  preparing  such  details  as  the  report  contains  I  have  had 
to  rely  upon  the  office  force,  and  I  wish  to  place  on  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  unvarying  courtesy  and  willing  co- 
operation rendered  by  it.  These  assistants  are  very  efficient, 
and  display,  because  of  their  long  service  and  marked  intelli- 
gence, a  most  enviable  knowledge  of  and  intimacy  with  the 
detailed  clerical  work  of  the  Bureau.  Under  their  careful 
routine  even  the  minutest  detail  is  correctly  checked  up,  and 
there  is  at  all  times,  and  open  to  public  inspection,  a  complete 
statistical  record  on  all  matters  coming  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Bureau. 

I  commend  to  your  consideration  the  tables  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Rabies. 


The  following  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  rabies  during 
the  year  ending  'Nov.  30,  1910 :  — 


1  Dogs. 

Cattle. 

Cats. 

Killed  or  died  with  rabies,   

51 

3 

Killed  by  owners  or  died  in  quarantine,  not  rabid,  . 

55 

Released  from  quarantine,  ...... 

75 

1 

47 

Totals,  

228 

5 

1 

234  animals. 

4 


One  dog,  released  March  21,  developed  rabies  and  was 
killed  on  May  25.  Another  dog,  released  September  16,  be- 
cause its  owner  claimed  it  was  out  of  town  the  day  the  rabid 
dog  to  which  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  exposed  ran 
through  the  town,  developed  rabies  and  died  JSTovember  2. 

The  veterinarian  of  the  Boston  Board  of  Health  reports 
4  cases  of  rabies  in  dogs  in  that  city  during  the  year,  making 
a  total  for  the  entire  State  of  55  mad  dogs.  The  total  number 
of  dogs  having  rabies  during  the  year  ending  'Nov.  30,  1909, 
in  Massachusetts,  including  Boston,  was  154;  this  shows  a 
decrease  of  99  cases  for  1910. 

During  1910  Dr.  Frothingham  has  examined  the  brains  of 
8Y  animals  for  rabies,  of  which  19  have  proved  positive  cases 
and  18  have  proved  to  be  negative.  One  dog's  head  sent  to 
Dr.  Frothingham  was  so  decomposed  he  could  not  examine 
it,  and  another  head  was  so  badly  injured  by  shooting  that  it 
was  not  possible  for  an  examination  to  be  made  of  it. 

Glanders. 

There  has  been  a  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  glanders  and  farcy  reported  in  Massachusetts  during  the 
year  ending  Noy.  30,  1910,  from  the  previous  twelve  months. 

During  the  year  ending  IsTov.  30,  1909,  684  cases  of  glan- 
ders or  farcy  were  recorded,  beside  which  there  were  17  ani- 
mals under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Twelve  of 
these  were  later  released,  and  5  were  killed  as  having  glanders. 
Adding  these  5  to  the  684  cases  previously  decided  makes  a 
total  of  689  animals  killed,  or  which  have  died,  that  were 
quarantined  prior  to  Dec.  1,  1909. 

During  the  year  ending  Noy.  30,  1910,  1,067  horses  or 
mules  have  been  reported,  including  those  dealt  with  in  stable 
tests.  Of  these,  676  have  been  killed  as  having  glanders  or 
farcy,  357  have  been  released  and  24  were  still  held  for  fur- 
ther examination.  Of  the  676  killed  for  glanders  or  farcy 
during  the  year,  362  were  from  cities  and  towns  outside  of 
Boston,  and  314  from  the  city  of  Boston. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  only  7  cases  for  the  entire  State 
from  the  previous  year.    In  Boston  there  was  an  increase 
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of  36  cases,  as  the  veterinarian  of  the  Boston  Board  of  Health 
reports  314  cases  for  the  year  ending  ISTov.  30,  1910,  as 
against  278  cases  for  the  previous  year.  There  seems  to  be 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  glanders  found  in 
Worcester,  as  there  were  reported  28  cases  of  glanders  and 
farcy  during  the  year  ending  'Nov.  30,  1910,  as  against  14 
cases  reported  the  previous  year.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
Somerville  there  was  a  decrease  of  10  cases,  32  cases  having 
been  reported  for  the  year  ending  IN^ov.  30,  1910,  as  against 
42  cases  the  previous  year.  In  Fall  River  there  were  only 
half  as  many  cases,  12  horses  having  been  killed  during  the 
year  ending  Nov.  30,  1910,  and  24  the  previous  year.  In 
Cambridge  there  was  a  decrease  of  11  cases,  50  having  been 
reported  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1909  and  39  for  the  year  end- 
ing 'Nov.  30,  1910. 

Sixteen  stable  tests  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year, 
21  cases  of  glanders  having  been  found  in  these  stables  pre- 
vious to  making  the  tests.  Three  hundred  and  seven  horses 
were  tested  with  mallein;  of  these,  164  were  released,  60 
were  killed  on  account  of  having  glanders  and  24  are  held 
for  further  tests. 

The  reports  of  rendering  companies,  as  required  by  sec- 
tion 111  of  chapter  75  of  the  Revised  Laws,  as  amended  by 
chapter  243  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  continue  to  be  of  much 
value  in  furnishing  information  of  cases  of  glanders  or 
farcy  which  would  not  otherwise  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Cattle  Bureau,  as  the  following  table 
illustrates :  — 
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Reports  of  Rendering  Companies. 


Rendering  Companies. 


Number 
of 

Reports. 


Number 
of 
Cases. 


Number 
in 

Boston. 


Number 
out  of 
Boston. 


William  S.  Higgins,  Saugus, 

6 

6 

Home  Soap  Company,  Millbury, 

17 

6 

Lowell  Rendering  Company, 

14 

4 

James  E.  McGovern,  Andover,  . 

27 

9 

Muller  Brothers,  North  Cambridge,  . 

28 

83 

W.  H.  Nankervis,  Marlborough,  . 

2 

New  Bedford  Extractor  Company, 

4 

4 

New  England  Rendering  Company, 
Brighton. 

Parmenter  &  Polsey  Fertilizer  Com- 
pany, Peabody. 
N.  Roy  &  Son,  South  Attleborough,  . 

14 

9 

22 

44 
13 
16 

A.  E.  Southwick,  Mendon,  . 

3 

N.  Ward  Company,  South  Boston, 

51 

302 

Whitrr:an  &  Pratt  Rendering  Com- 
pany, North  Chelmsford. 
Worcester  Rendering  Company,  . 

S 
26 

6 
5 

Totals,  

231 

•498 

253 


269 


78 

4 
33 
13 
16 

49 

6 
5 

229 


Annual  Inspection  of  ]^eat  Cattle^  Farm  Animals^ 
AND  Premises  upon  which  the  Former  are  kept. 
About  the  middle  of  September  the  following  circular  letter 
was  sent  to  the  inspectors  of  animals  in  the  cities  and  towns 
of  the  State,  together  with  the  necessary  books  in  which  to 
record  the  results  of  their  work,  and  blank  forms  of  certifi- 
cates of  health  to  be  given  owners  in  conformance  with 
section  18,  chapter  90  of  the  Revised  Laws:  — 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Cattle  Bureau  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Room  138,  State  House,  Boston,  Sept.  15,  1910. 

Directions  to  Inspectors  of  Animals. 

Inspectors  of  animals  are  hereby  directed  to  make  a  general 
inspection  of  the  neat  stock  and  incidentally  other  farm  animals 
in  their  respective  towns,  as  reqnired  by  chapter  90  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  such  inspection  to  commence  October  1  and  to  be  completed 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  November. 

Wherever  inspectors  examine  animals  and  find  them  free  from 
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contagious  disease,  they  will  give  owners  certificates  of  health,  as 
provided  for  in  section  18  of  the  law,  from  the  book  of  blanks 
(Form  No.  2)  furnished  for  that  purpose.  Books  will  also  be  pro- 
vided (Form  No.  1)  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  sections  17 
and  24  of  chapter  90  of  the  Revised  Laws. 

Inspectors  will  not  say  on  any  report,  Same  as  last  year,"  but 
will  make  a  full  and  complete  report  on  every  place  inspected,  in- 
eluding  all  dimensions  and  measurements  provided  for  on  the  blank, 
and  answer  in  full  all  questions  as  to  the  light,  ventilation,  sani- 
tary surroundings,  and  water  supply,  as  well  as  the  number  of  cattle 
kept  in  each  stable,  and  give  a  complete  list  of  other  animals  in 
spaces  provided  in  the  book. 

Inspectors  of  animals  are  not  to  quarantine  any  cattle  as  tuber- 
culous, unless  they  show  sufficient  evidence  of  disease  to  make  it 
possible  to  condemn  them  on  a  physical  examination,  or  show  evi- 
dence of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 

It  is  also  requested  that,  if  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  animals 
are  found,  inspectors  keep  a  record  of  them  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  when  animals  are  quarantined,  several  can  be  quarantined  at 
once  and  duplicates  sent  here,  so  that  the  agent  of  the  Cattle  Bureau 
can  see  a  number  at  one  visit,  instead  of  having  to  go  every  two 
or  three  days  to  see  one  animal  at  a  time,  thus  avoiding  running 
up  expenses  as  much  as  possible. 

It  is  also  the  duty  of  inspectors  of  animals  to  quarantine  cattle 
brought  into  this  State  from  without  the  limits  of  the  Common- 
wealth, if  the  owner  has  not  had  a  permit  from  this  Bureau,  the 
same  to  remain  in  quarantine  until  ordered  released  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Cattle  Bureau  or  his  agent. 

Inspectors  of  animals,  in  case  they  suspect  the  presence  of  any 
contagious  disease  among  any  species  of  domestic  animals,  are  to 
quarantine  such  animals  and  send  duplicates  to  the  Chief  of  the 
Cattle  Bureau. 

Contagious  diseases,  under  the  provisions  of  section  28,  chapter 
90  of  the  Revised  Laws,  include  "  glanders,  farcy,  contagious  pleuro- 
pneumonia, tuberculosis,  Texas  fever,  foot-and-mouth  disease,  rinder- 
pest, hog  cholera,  rabies,  anthrax  or  anthracoid  diseases,  sheep  scab, 
and  actinomycosis." 

The  necessary  books  for  the  inspection  will  be  forwarded  at  once. 
Please  report  immediately  if  not  received  by  October  1.  When 
inspection  is  completed  return  book.  Form  No.  1,  at  once  by  ex- 
press. 

Austin  Peters^ 
Chief  of  Cattle  Bureau. 

The  following  table  embodies  a  condensed  report  of  the 
doings  of  the  inspectors  of  animals  in  making  the  annnal 
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inspection,  which  complies  with  the  requirements  of  section 
24,  chapter  90,  Eevised  Laws :  — 


Net  Results  of  Annual  Inspection  of  Animals  and  Farm- 

Number  herds  inspected,  

Number  neat  cattle  inspected,  .... 

Number  cows  inspected,  

Number  herds  kept  clean  and  in  good  condition, 

Number  sheep  inspected,  

Number  swine  inspected,  

Number  goats  inspected,  

Number  stables  inspected,  ..... 
Number  stables  well  located,  .... 
Number  stables  well  lighted,  .... 
Number  stables  well  ventilated,  .... 
Number  stables  kept  clean,  .... 
Number  stables  with  good  water  supply,  . 
Number  stables  improved  since  last  inspection, 


Premises. 
31,484 
227,164 
168,026 
27,742 
27,092 
105,363 
894 
32,832 
28,412 
25,483 
27,421 
28,420 
30,309 
1,523 


Tuberculosis. 

The  work  for  the  eradication  and  control  of  bovine  tuber- 
culosis can,  as  usual,  be  grouped  under  three  heads :  first, 
the  examination  of  animals  quarantined  by  the  local  inspec- 
tors on  suspicion  of  being  diseased,  and  the  appraisal  and 
condemnation  of  those  found  by  the  agents  to  be  tuberculous ; 
second,  the  quarantining  and  testing  of  cattle  intended  for 
dairy  or  breeding  purposes  brought  into  Massachusetts  from 
other  States  to  the  stock  yards  at  Brighton,  Watertown  or 
Somerville,  and  those  brought  in  on  permits  to  other  points ; 
third,  testing  cattle  with  tuberculin  for  owners  who  are 
desirous  of  eradicating  the  disease  from  their  herds. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  neat  cattle 
quarantined  by  local  inspectors,  the  number  for  which  war- 
rants were  issued,  and  the  disposition  made  of  the  animals:  — 
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Total  number  of  cattle  quarantined  or  reported  for  examina- 


tion during  the  year,  2,595 

Massachusetts  Cattle. 

Number  released,   508 

Number  condemned,  killed  and  paid  for,  1,119 

Number  permit  to  kill,  paid  for,  .       .  115 

Number  permit  to  kill,  no  award,    .       .  151 

Number  died  in  quarantine,  no  award,     .  57 
Number  condemned  and  killed,  in  process 

of  settlement,   300 

Number  in  quarantine,  unsettled,     .       .  5 

  2,255 

Cattle  from  without  the  State. 

Number  released,   8 

Number  condemned  and  killed,  no  award,  314 
Number   condemned,    killed,    no  lesions 

found,  paid  for,   16 

Number   condemned,   killed,    no  lesions 

found,  to  be  paid  for,  .  '    .       .       .  2 

  340 

Total,   .    2,595 


Of  the  above  340  interstate  cattle,  233  Avere  tested  and 
retested  at  Brighton,  6  of  which  were  released  for  slaughter 
and  227  condemned;  no  lesions  were  found  in  10,  for  8  of 
which  the  State  has  reimbursed  the  owners,  and  payment 
will  be  made  for  the  remaining  2  upon  presentation  of  claims 
by  owners.  Of  the  remaining  107  cattle  (which  were  tested 
at  other  points  than  Brighton),  8  were  found  to  show  no 
lesions,  for  which  the  State  has  reimbursed  the  owners,  and 
2  were  released  on  a  third  test. 

In  addition  to  the  2,595  head  of  cattle  disposed  of  as 
above,  644  cattle  and  267  swine  have  been  reported  by 
butchers,  renderers  and  boards  of  health  as  having  been  found 
tuberculous  at  time  of  slaughter,  all  of  which  were  ]-en- 
dered.  Of  this  number,  431  cattle  and  170  swine  were 
slaughtered  and  condemned  at  the  Brighton  Abattoir. 

Under  the  second  group,  the  maintenance  of  a  quarantine 
against  other  States  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  tubercu- 
lous cattle  from  outside  sources  into  Massachusetts,  the  fol- 


10 


lowing  figures  show  the  number  of  animals  brought  in  from 
without  the  State,  and  the  disposition  made  of  them :  — 

Receipts  of  Stock  at  the  Watertown  Stock  Yards ^  from  Dec.  1,  1909, 
to  Nov.  30,  1910. 

New  Hampshire  cattle,   4,687 

Vermont  cattle,   3,508 

Massachusetts  cattle,   2,048 

Western  cattle,   1,190 

Sheep  and  lambs,   3,438 

Swine,   3,477 

Calves,   23,372 

Receipts  of  Stock  at  the  New  England  Dressed  Meat  and  Wool  Com- 
pany's Yards  at  Somerville,  from  Dec.  1,  1909,  to  Nov.  30,  1910. 

Maine  cattle,   22 

New  Hampshire  cattle,   519 

Vermont  cattle,  2,276 

Massachusetts  cattle,   7 

Western  cattle,  •    .       .       .       .  20,294 

Canada  cattle,   30,783 

Sheep  and  Iambs,   307,057 

Swine,   1,008,800 

Calves,  31,077 

Recei2Jts  of  Stock  at  Brighton,  from  Dec.  1,  1909,  to  Nov.  30,  1910. 

Maine  cattle,   7,816 

New  Hampshire  cattle,                                                  .  1,844 

Vermont  cattle,   2,077 

Massachusetts  cattle,   12,995 

New  York  cattle,   2,322 

Western  cattle,   36,716 

Canada  cattle,   786 

Sheep  and  lambs,   11,430 

Calves,   73,105 

Swine,   71,854 

Cattle  tested,   13,013 

Cattle  condemned,   171 

Cattle  killed  on  permit,     i   78 

Cattle  released  after  test,   12,764 


The  cattle  u])on  which  a  tuberculin  test  is  required  arc 
mostly  mihdi  cows  to  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  Brighton 
market  Wednesdays,  beside  a  few  bulls  and  working  oxen. 
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Those  animals  that  come  to  Watertown  or  Somerville  are 
taken  to  Brighton,  and  all  of  the  testing  is  done  at  the  stock 
barn  there. 

Report  of  Cattle  brought  into  State  during  the  Year  to  Points  out- 


side of  the  Quarantine  Stations. 

For  dairy  and  breeding  purposes,  tested  before  shipment,     .  1,020 

For  dairy  and  breeding  purposes,  tested  after  arrival,  .       .  5,354 

For  dairy  and  breeding  purposes,  awaiting  test,    ...  4 


Total,  6,378 

Neat  cattle  on  which  no  test  was  required,  exclusive  of  cattle 

and  calves  for  immediate  slaughter,  909 

The  cattle  and  calves  on  which  no  test  was  required,  ex- 
clusive of  animals  for  immediate  slaughter,  were  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Returned  from  out-of-State  pastures,   655 

Calves  under  six  months  old,  .......  163 

Injured  and  killed,  or  died  before  tested,       ....  9 

Entered  at  auction  sales,  reshipped  out  of  State,    ...  49 

Kept  in  State  for  brief  periods  only,   33 


Total,  909 


The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  brought  into  the  State  for 
immediate  slaughter  cannot  be  given  exactly.  In  round 
numbers  there  were  10,000  cattle  and  calves  brought  to  the 
large  abattoirs  and  other  points  outside  the  quarantine 
stations,  intended  for  immediate  slaughter. 

Xearly  all  of  the  total  number  of  animals  given  above 
were  brought  into  the  State  on  permits  issued  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Cattle  Bureau,  only  445  head  having  been  brought  in 
without  permits,  which  were  reported  to  the  Bureau  by  rail- 
road agents,  local  inspectors  or  others.  Of  these,  4  were 
tested  before  shipment,  8  were  calves  under  six  months  old, 
32  were  slaughtered  at  once  for  beef,  1  was  being  returned 
from  pasture,  27  were  in  the  State  temporarily,  23  of  which 
remained  only  one  day,  and  the  remainder,  3Y3  head,  were 
tested  by  agents  of  the  Cattle  Bureau. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  disposition  of  animals  that 
were  brought  into  the  State  to  points  outside  the  quarantine 
stations  at  Brighton,  Watertown  and  Somerville,  which  failed 


to  pass  a  satisfactory  tuberculin  test :  — 

Condemned  on  first  test,   16 

Condemned  on  second  test,   83 

Condemned  on  third  test,   1 

Died  before  a  second  test  could  be  made,   2 

Killed  for  beef  without  retest,  on  request  of  owner,  subject  to 

inspection,   7 

Awaiting  slaughter  on  first  test,  at  request  of  owner,     .       .  2 

Awaiting  a  second  test,   5 

Awaiting  a  third  test  after  calving,   6 


Total,   122 


On  the  animals  condemned  as  above,  4  warrants,  with  re- 
port of  killing,  have  not  yet  been  returned ;  10  animals  were 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  to  be  free  from  disease 
and  have  been  paid  for  by  the  State;  and  86  were  found  on 
post-mortem  examination  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis. 
Of  the  T  animals  killed  for  beef  on  first  test,  4  showed  no 
lesions  on  post-mortem  examination,  2  were  diseased,  and  on 
1  no  report  of  result  has  been  received. 

There  were  1,012  permits  issued  during  the  year,  157  of 
which  were  reported  as  not  used. 

Twenty-three  permits  were  issued  allowing  cattle  to  be 
brought  into  the  State  for  exhibition  at  agricultural  fairs; 
8  were  issued  for  returning  cattle  from  exhibition  in  other 
States;  9  were  issued  for  pasturing  herds  in  the  State  during 
the  season ;  2  allowing  cattle  to  be  unloaded  in  transit  through 
the  State;  2  allowing  cattle  to  cross  the  line  daily  from  pas- 
ture or  farms  in  other  States ;  and  3  allowing  persons  living 
near  the  line  to  drive  cattle  across  the  corner  of  the  State, 
keeping  the  animals  in  the  State  for  brief  periods  only. 

For  several  years,  at  the  request  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Commerce  and  Labor,  a  report  of  the  receipts 
of  all  live  stock  at  the  port  of  Boston  has  been  sent  to  Wash- 
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ington  each  month.  The  report  is  made  to  show  weekly 
receipts.  The  following  table  shows  the  totals,  by  months, 
for  the  past  year :  — 


Jieceipts  of  Live  Stock  at  Boston  for  Twelve  Months  ending  Nov.  30, 

1910. 


For  Month  ending  — 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep 
and 
Lambs. 

Swine. 

Horses. 

December  31, 

17,453 

7,932 

27,141 

117,710 

1,935 

January  31,  

15,940 

12,551 

18,446 

126,960 

1,860 

February  28,  .... 

12,106 

10,742 

14,151 

103,397 

1,510 

March  31  

11,918 

21,703 

12,266 

81,474 

2,235 

April  30,  

8,378 

18,430 

14,518 

65,753 

2,047 

May  31  

9,023 

12,264 

14,219 

87,227 

1,975 

June  30,  

9,459 

12,197 

22,623 

143,752 

2,520 

July  31,  

7,918 

7,350 

20,389 

74,628 

1,780 

August  31,  

7,624 

6,334 

41,111 

67,021 

1,679 

September  30, 

9,878 

7,209 

52,673 

80,372 

2,015 

October  31,  

8,064 

5,450 

39,837 

66,951 

1,670 

November  30,       ...  . 

12,301 

5,728 

44,551 

68,890 

1,795 

Totals  

130,062 

127,950 

321,925 

1,084,135 

23,021 

The  third  division  of  the  work  consists  in  testing  herds 
with  tuberculin  for  owners  who  desire  it,  and  is  known  as 
voluntary  request  ivork.  The  following  figures  show  what 
has  been  done  under  this  division :  — 


-    20  persons,  in  12  different  cities  and  towns,  made  voluntary  re- 
quests to  have  their  herds  tested :  — 

20  herds  were  tested,  comprising  314  cattle. 

Released,  219 

Killed  on  permit  to  kill,  paid  for,  .  .  .75 
Killed  on  permit  to  kill,  no  award,    .       .  .20 

  314  cattle. 


In  2  of  the  animals  killed  no  lesions  were  found  on  post- 
mortem examination. 

After  consultation  with  the  authorities  in  charge  of  live- 
stock interests  in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
the  following  order  was  issued  on  June  1 :  — 
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Cattle  Bureau  Order  No.  26. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Cattle  Bureau  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Boston,  June  1,  1910. 

To  Persons  bringing  Cattle  into  Massachusetts  from  the  States  of 
Xeiv  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  All  Others  whom  it  may  con- 
cern :  — 

Section  5  of  Cattle  Bureau  Order  No.  15,  as  amended  by  Cattle 
Bureau  Order  No.  16,  is  hereby  further  amended  so  as  to  provide 
as  follows :  — 

1.  Certificates  of  tuberculin  test  on  cattle  to  be  shipped  into  Mas- 
sachusetts from  New  York  or  Pennsylvania  on  permits  obtained 
under  the  provisions  of  section  1  of  Cattle  Bureau  Order  No.  15, 
made  by  veterinarians  in  those  States,  will  be  accepted  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Cattle  Bureau  provided :  — 

(a)  That  the  test  on  cattle  tested  in  New  York  State  is  approved 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  or  the  Acting"  Chief  Veterinarian 
of  the  NcAv  York  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  test  is 
made  with  tuberculin  furnished  for  the  purpose  by  the  New  York 
State  Department  of  Agriculture. 

(b)  That  the  test  on  cattle  tested  in  Pennsylvania  is  ai)proved  by 
the  Veterinarian  or  the  Deputy- Veterinarian  of  the  State  Live 
Stock  Sanitary  Board,  and  the  test  is  made  with  tuberculin  fur- 
nished for  the  puri^ose  by  the  State  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Board  of 
Pennsylvania. 

2.  The  Chief  of  the  Cattle  Bureau  reserves  the  right  to  retest 
any  cattle  brought  into  this  State  under  the  provisions  of  section  1 
of  this  order,  if  at  any  time  a  test  is  unsatisfactory  to  him. 

3.  This  order  does  not  apply  to  neat  cattle  shipped  to  the  stock 
yards  at  Brighton,  Watertown  or  Somerville. 

4.  This  order  shall  be  published  by  sending  a  copy  to  each  in- 
spector of  animals  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  by  furnishing  a  copy 
to  each  shipper  of  cattle  into  the  Commonwealth  upon  permits 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  section  1  of  Cattle  Bureau  Order 
No.  15. 

This  order  shall  take  effect  upon  its  approval. 

Austin  Peters, 
Chief  of  Cattle  Bureau. 

Api)roved  in  Council,  June  1,  1910. 
E.  F.  Hamlin, 

Executive  Secretary. 

Owing  to  an  apparent  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of 
cattle  owners  as  to  what  cattle  might  be  termed  "  pasture 
cattle  "  within  the  meaning  of  the  Cattle  Bureau  regulations, 
in  July  the  following  order  was  issued  :  — 
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Cattle  Bureau  Order  No.  27. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Cattle  Bureau  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Boston,  July  19,  1910. 

To  Persons  hringing  Cattle  into  Massachusetts,  and  All  Others  ivhom 
it  may  concern :  — 

Section  5  of  Cattle  Bureau  Order  No.  15,  as  amended  by  Cattle 
Bureau  Orders  Nos.  16  and  26,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding 
the  following  sentences  :  — 

Cattle  being'  returned  to  Massachusetts  from  without  the  State 
will  not  be  looked  upon  as  returning  from  out-of-State  pastures 
unless  they  are  returned  to  the  farm  of  the  person  who  originally 
sent  them  out  of  the  State.  Cattle  sold  to  go  out  of  the  State  and 
resold  to  return  to  other  farms  than  those  from  which  they  were 
originally  shipped,  or  cattle  returning  from  without  the  State  to 
premises  other  than  those  from  which  they  were  originally  shipped, 
will  not  be  looked  upon  as  pasture  cattle  but  will  return  subject 
to  passing. the  tuberculin  test. 

This  order  shall  be  published  by  sending  a  copy  to  each  inspector 
of  animals  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  by  furnishing  a  copy  to  each 
shipper  of  cattle  into  the  Commonwealth  upon  permits  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  section  1  of  Cattle  Bureau  Order  No.  15. 

This  order  shall  take  effect  upon  its  approval. 

AusTTX  Peters, 
Chief  of  Cattle  Bureau. 

Approved  in  Council,  July  20,  1910. 
E.  F.  Hamlin, 

Executive  Secretary. 

Miscellaneous  Diseases. 

The  Cattle  Bureau  is  called  upon  during  the  year  to  deal 
with  other  diseases  of  a  contagious  nature,  in  addition  to 
rabies,  glanders  and  bovine  tuberculosis,  and  these  diseases 
ar^  usually  classified  under  the  title  of  miscellaneous 
diseases."  Among  them  are  actinomycosis,  hog  cholera  and 
allied  troubles,  symptomatic  anthrax  or  blackleg,  anthrax, 
Texas  fever,  and  tuberculosis  in  other  animals  than  cattle. 

There  have  been  very  few^  cases  of  hog  cholera,  only  10 
herds  of  svv^ine  having  been  quarantined  for  this  disease. 
All  but  2  of  these  herds  have  been  released,  as  the  disease  has 
subsided  and  the  premises  have  been  disinfected.  The  re- 
maining 2  herds  are  still  under  observation  by  this  Bureau. 

A  suspected  case  of  tuberculosis  in  a  bay  mare  in  Brockton 
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was  reported  by  the  inspector  of  animals  of  that  city.  Some 
of  the  material  taken  from  a  tumor  on  the  animal  was  sent 
to  the  bacteriologist  of  the  Brockton  Board  of  Health,  Avho 
reported  that  the  mare  had  tuberculosis.  She  was  then  tested 
with  tuberculin  and  failed  to  give  a  reaction.  It  was  then 
thought  best  to  test  her  with  mallein,  to  which  she  gave  no 
reaction,  and  she  was  released  from  further  observation  by 
order  of  the  Chief  of  the  Cattle  Bureau. 

A  number  of  cases  of  actinomycosis  have  been  reported 
during  the  year,  12  in  all.  In  two  or  three  cases  the  disease 
affected  the  udder,  and  in  such  cases  the  animals  were  ordered 
killed  at  once,  although  in  cases  where  cattle  have  recent 
lesions,  involving  the  jaw,  the  owner  is  advised  to  feed  liber- 
ally until  in  good  fleshy  and  then  kill  for  beef  under  the 
proper  inspection. 

In  pastures  where  symptomatic  anthrax  or  blackleg  oc- 
curred the  previous  season  the  protective  inoculation  has  been 
given  to  the  young  animals  when  the  owners  requested  it. 
The  material  used  for  this  preventive  inoculation,  as  in  the 
past  season,  has  been  furnished  by  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry,  and  sent  to  Dr.  James  B.  Paige  of  the 
Amherst  Agricultural  College,  who  has  prepared  it  for  use 
in  the  treatment  when  required.  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  yoimg  animals  have  been  vaccinated  in  the  towns  of 
Ashburnham,  Granville,  Princeton,  Kowe,  Winchendon,  Xew 
Marlborough,  Townsend,  Amherst,  Florida,  Greenwich  and 
Prescott.  Dr.  Paige  reports  that  he  has  heard  from  all  but 
one  of  the  owners  of  cattle  inoculated  during  the  year,  and 
that  not  a  single  fatality  has  followed  the  vaccinations. 

There  have  been  a  nimiber  of  cases  of  mange  in  horses  and 
cattle  reported  to  this  office,  but  as  this  is  not  a  contagious 
disease  imder  the  law,  the  Chief  of  the  Cattle  Bureau  has 
not  felt  entitled  to  spend  much  money  in  this  direction,  al- 
though the  agents  sent  to  examine  these  cases  have  given  the 
oAvners  professional  advice  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  such 
animals. 

The  outbreak  of  anthrax  in  the  western  part  of  the  State, 
v/hich  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1909,  has  been  very  nearly 
stamped  out,  only  11  animals  having  been  reported  as  dying 
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of  this  disease  during  the  past  year.  At  the  request  of  own- 
er s,  21  cattle,  3  horses  and  95  sheep  were  given  the  preventive 
inoculation.  This  treatment  consists  of  two  inoculations, 
the  second  one  being  given  ten  days  after  the  first. 

In  the  month  of  April  the  following  order  was  issued  in 
relation  to  this  disease:  — 

Cattle  Bureau  Order  No,  24. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Cattle  Bureau  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Boston,  April  26,  1910. 

To  All  Persons  whom  it  may  concern:  — 

By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  by  law  in  the  Cattle 
Bureau  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  90  of  the  Revised  Laws  and  chapter  116  of  the  Acts  of 
1902,  you  are  hereby  notified  that  anthrax,  which  is  a  contagious 
disease  and  is  so  recognized  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
has  occurred  recently  among  domestic  animals  in  the  towns  of  Great 
Barrington  and  Sheffield.  You  are  hereby  further  notified  that  in 
order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease  among  domestic  animals 
and  to  protect  the  public  health  in  the  localities  where  the  disease 
exists,  the  Chief  of  the  Cattle  Bureau  hereby  issues  the  following- 
order  :  — 

1.  The  carcasses  of  any  neat  cattle,  horses  or  other  animals  that 
may  die  of  anthrax  are  not  to  be  skinned  or  opened,  but  must  be 
buried  or  cremated  with  the  hides  on.  If  they  are  buried  they  must 
be  buried  deeply,  away  from  any  water  course,  and  the  carcasses 
covered  with  quicklime.  If  any  blood  or  excreta  come  from  any 
animal  in  removing  it  to  a  place  of  burial  such  material  must  be 
scraped  up  and  burned  and  the  ground  from  which  it  was  taken 
sprinkled  with  quicklime. 

2.  If  any  animals  die  of  this  disease  in  any  stable  the  stable  must 
be  disinfected  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Cattle 
Bureau. 

3.  No  one  is  to  make  any  autopsy  upon  or  any  incision  into  the 
carcass  of  any  animal  that  has  died  of  anthrax,  unless  he  be  an 
agent  of  the  Cattle  Bureau  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Cattle  Bureau  at  the  time  of  making  such  autopsy  or  incision. 

4.  Any  person  owning  an  animal  that  he  suspects  of  having 
anthrax,  or  losing  an  animal  which  he  suspects  may  have  died  of 
anthrax,  or  any  person  hearing  of  the  presence  of  this  disease  in 
any  species  of  animal,  is  to  immediately  notify  the  local  inspector 
of  animals  or  the  Chief  of  the  Cattle  Bureau  or  his  agent. 

This  order  is  to  be  made  public  by  inspectors  of  animals  in  the 
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towns  of  Great  Barrington,  Sheffield,  New  Marlborough,  Egremont, 
Alford,  West  Stockbridge,  Stockbridge,  Lee,  Tyringham  and  Mon- 
terey posting  three  or  more  jDrinted  copies  in  public  places  in  their 
respective  towns,  and  by  publication  for  two  weeks  in  the  "  Berk- 
shire Courier,"  a  newspaper  published  weekly  in  the  town  of  Great 
Barrington. 

This  order  shall  take  effect  upon  its  approval. 

Austin  Peters, 
Chief  of  Cattle  Bureau. 

Approved  in  Council,  April  27,  1910. 
E.  F.  Hamlin, 

Executive  Secretary. 

Firs^ANciAL  Statement. 
At  the  close  of  tlie  last  fiscal  year,  ^^Tov.  30,  1909,  there 
was  on  hand,  as  per  the  sixteenth  semiannual  report :  — 

Balance  of  appropriation  for  salaries 

and  expenses  for  1909,      .       .       .  $316  29 

Balance  of  appropriation  for  general 

work  of  the  Bureau  for  1909,    .       .  173  47 

  $489  76 


Appropriation  for  salaries  and  expenses 

of  1910,  chapter  38,  Acts  of  1910,  .  $7,000  00 
Appropriation  for  general  work  of  the 

Bureau,  chapter  165,  Acts  of  1910,  . 


107,000  00 


Total  to  be  accounted  for,  $107,489  76 

Expended  during  the  year:  — 
For  754  head  of  cattle  condemned  and 

killed  during  the  year  1909,  paid  for 

in  1910,      .  .       .       .       .       $16,087  50 

For  7  head  of  cattle  condemned  and 

killed  prior  to  1909,  paid  for  in  1910,  145  00 

For  1,311  head  of  cattle  condemned  and 

killed  during  the  year;       .       .       .         32,487  79 
For  killing  and  burial,  quarantine  claims 

and  arbitration  expenses,  .       .       .  403  75 

  $49,124  04 


For  services  of  agents    (exclusive  of 

glanders  work),  $16,577  35 

For  expenses  of  agents   (exclusive  of 

glanders  work),   5,898  91 
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For  expenses  of  quarantine  stations,    .         $8,056  25 

For  expenses  of  glanders  work,  includ- 
ing services  and  expenses  of  agents, 
laboratory    work    and    killing  and 


burial,  ...... 

8,641 

87 

For  laboratory  expenses  (exclusive  of 

glanders  work),  ..... 

1,197 

14 

-T  oi  iiupieiLieiiiis,  ed,i  tags,  LiieiiiiuxiieLeift, 

etc.,  

625 

82 

For  salary  of  Chief  of  Bureau, 

1,800 

00 

For  salary  of  clerk,  .... 

1,200 

00 

For   salaries   of  assistant   clerks  and 

stenographers,  ..... 

1,655 

00 

For  office  expenses,  printing,  postage. 

stationery,  etc.,  ..... 

1,788 

26 

For  expenses  of  Chief  of  Bureau,  .       .  . 

165 

01 

$47,605  61 


Total  expenditures,  $96,729  65 

Balance  from  all  accounts,  Nov.  30,  1910,    .       .       .      10,760  11 


Total  as  above,  $107,489  76 

This  balance  is  made  up  from  the  following  items :  — 

Balance  of  appropriation  for  salaries 

and  expenses,  1909,    ....  $306  41 

Balance  of  appropriation  for  salaries 

and  expenses,  1910,    ....  401  61 

Balance  of  approiDriation  for  general 
work  of  the  Bureau  available  for  un- 
settled accounts  of  1910,    .       .       .        10,052  09 

  $10,760  11 

The  average  price  paid  for  condemned  cattle  for  the  year 
v^as  $24.93. 

There  has  been  received  during  the  year,  from  the  sale  of 
hides  and  carcasses  of  condemned  animals,  sale  of  ear  tags, 
testing  cattle  for  nonresident  owners,  etc.,  $4,620.41. 

Claims  for  o02  head  of  cattle  condemned  and  killed  as 
tuberculous  during  the  year  remain  unsettled,  to  be  paid  for 
on  proof  of  claims,  the  appraised  value  of  which  amounts  to 
$5,712. 
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Seventy-four  stamps  for  branding  carcasses  of  animals 
killed  and  inspected  for  food  have  been  furnished  to  50  cities 
and  towns  during  the  year  ending  'Now  30,  1910. 


To  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Bureau  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  the  service  of  many  agents,  veterinarians  and  others, 
is  obviously  necessary.  In  assuming  this  office  I  determined 
to  retain  so  far  as  possible  the  existing  force  of  employees, 
believing  that  their  experience  and  their  knowledge  of  the 
territory  in  which  they  worked  made  them  the  best  qualified 
to  carry  on  the  work  successfully.  Many  requests  for  ap- 
pointments were  filed  with  me,  and  also  many  criticisms  of 
existing  methods  and  agents,  but  as  my  only  purpose  was  to 
raise  the  standard  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Bureau  to 
the  highest  plane  possible,. I  decided  to  judge  the  competency 
of  agents  myself,  after  a  fair  trial,  and  to  make  changes 
slowly,  endeavoring  always  to  retain  those  who  proved  most 
worthy.  I  am  not  wholly  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  work  is  done,  but  we  are,  I  be- 
lieve, faced  in  the  right  direction,  and  time  will  see  the  prob- 
lem worked  out  satisfactorily.  In  this  small  army  of  agents 
there  are  many  whose  work  is  highly  creditable  and  character- 
ized by  earnest,  honest  endeavor.  The  good  work  done  by 
this  Bureau  is  largely  due  to  the  painstaking  labor  of  these 
men. 

As  you  are  aware,  I  came  into  this  position  not  as  a  pro- 
fessional appointee  but  as  a  practical  handler  of  cattle  and  a 
dairyman.  To  the  practical  experience  gained  in  many  years 
of  active  association  with  the  above-named  interests,  I  shall 
add  whatever  may  be  gained  (and  I  do  not  underestimate  its 
value)  by  frequent  consultation  with  the  best  scientific  and 
veterinary  authorities  in  the  State  and  nation.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  to  your  honorable  Board  that  I  have  been  assured  of 
having  at  all  times  the  professional  advice  of  the  best-known 
experts  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  professional  phase  of  the 
animal  industry.  With  such  eminent  professional  assistance 
at  the  command  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  and  an  earnest 
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endeavor  to  conduct  the  work  with  all  the  care  a  successful 
private  business  demands,  we  may  confidently  look  for  pro- 
gressive service  in  the  State's  behalf,  and  I  trust  ample 
j  ustification  will  be  found  for  the  Bureau's  establishment  and 
continuance. 

For  several  years  it  has  been  the  custom  to  send  official 
representatives  of  the  Bureau  to  one  or  more  annual  gather- 
ings of  live-stock  sanitary  associations,  interstate  or  national. 
The  wisdom  of  this  step  needs  no  defence.  In  no  other  way 
can  the  local  department  impart  its  views  on  sanitary  matters 
to  its  neighbors,  or  learn  of  methods  adopted  and  practiced 
successfully  elsewhere.  Interchange  of  opinions  and  mutual 
acquaintance  broaden  all  participants,  widen  their  horizon 
and  tend  to  a  community  of  interest  and  protection.  One 
such  gathering  has  been  attended  by  representatives  of  this 
Bureau  during  the  year  ending  I^ov.  30,  1910.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Eastern  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Association,  held  at 
Atlantic  City,  E^.  J.,  May  6  to  8,  the  Massachusetts  Bureau 
was  represented  by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Austin  Peters,  who 
was  and  is  president  of  the  organization.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Agent  C.  A.  Dennen  of  Pepperell,  and  Dr.  B.  D. 
Pierce  of  Springfield. 

In  this  connection,  although  it  is  of  date  outside  the  scope 
of  this  report,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  had  the  honor  to  be  com- 
missioned by  Acting  Governor  Frothingham  to  represent  the 
State  Cattle  Bureau  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  United 
States  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Association,  held  at  Chicago,  111.. 
December  5  to  7,  inclusive.  The  session  was  a  most  helpful 
one  in  many  ways.  I  found  a  rapidly  growing  interest  in  the 
sanitary  phase  of  the  animal  industry,  and  an  earnest  and 
honest  desire  to  arrive  at  the  best  methods  of  handling  the 
perplexities  of  the  subject,  and,  what  was  most  gratifying,  a 
willingness  to  get  together  and  to  look  beyond  State  lines.  I 
was  brought  in  contact  with  the  heads  of  cattle  departments 
of  nearly  every  State  west  of  'New  England,  and  with  officials 
of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.  The  repre- 
sentative from  Massachusetts  was  received  Avith  great  courtesy, 
and  was  elected  first  vice-president  of  the  association. 
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Changes  effected. 

Sundry  changes  in  regulations,  which  Avere  found  early  in 
my  administration  to  be  imperatively  necessary,  but  which 
could  not  be  made  effective  until  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
and  statistical  year,  ^NTov.  30,  1910,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  insert  in  this  report,  feeling  that  your  honorable  Board  is 
entitled  to  know  the  policy  under  which  the  department  is 
now -being  conducted,  and  finding  nothing  in  the  statutes, 
after  careful  examination,  which  prohibits  my  so  doing. 

On  December  21  the  honorable  Executive  Council  approved 
of  certain  amendments  of  Cattle  Bureau  Order  'No.  15,  which 
I  had  submitted  to  it.  The  first  change  to  which  I  desire  to 
call  your  attention  is  in  section  5,  and  is  embodied  in  the 
following  paragraph :  — 

Certificates  of  tiibercuhn  test  made  by  quahfied  veterinarians  re- 
siding in  other  States  will  be  accepted,  provided  the  test  is  made 
with  tnbereiiHn  furnished  or  approved  by  State  or  federal  govern- 
ment, and  provided  also  that  the  certificates  are  approved  and 
endorsed  by  the  official  in  charge  of  live-stock  interests  in  the 
State  from  which  the  cattle  are  shipped,  or  by  his  deputy.  The 
Chief  of  the  Cattle  Bureau  may  in  his  discretion  retest  any  or  all 
tested  cattle  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  Commonwealth  from 
other  States. 

In  consultation  with  officials  having  charge  of  live-stock 
interests  in  all  the  near-by  States,  I  found  them  willing  to 
examine  and  pass  upon  all  certificates  of  tuberculin  test  made 
by  qualified  veterinarians  in  their  respective  States,  thus  safe- 
guarding the  interests  of  this  State  and  saving  the  shipper 
from  possible  loss.  The  old  policy  of  the  Bureau  was  to  test 
cattle  coming  into  the  State  after  their  arrival  here.  This 
practice  resulted  in  loss  to  the  shipper  and  necessarily  ad- 
vanced the  price  to  Massachusetts  buyers,  for  shippers,  in 
establishing  sales  prices,  naturally  took  into  consideration  the 
liability  of  losing  one  or  more  head  from  each  carh^ad.  The 
reciprocal  relations  established  by  this  amendment  will,  I  am 
sure,  work  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned,  and  will  not 
imperil  our  interests.    The  closing  restriction  it  is  believed 
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protects  all  our  rights,  and  is  a  deterrent  in  case  any  irregu- 
larities escape  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities. 

Another  change  in  the  same  section  provides  as  f ollov^rs :  — 

Cattle  returning  from  out-of-State  pastures  or  boarding  places, 
satisfactory  as  to  sanitary  conditions  to  the  Chief  of  the  Cattle 
Bureau,  will  not  be  subjected  to  a  tuberculin  test  if  they  have  not 
been  out  of  the  State  over  six  months,  provided  they  bear  ear  tags 
furnished  for  this  purpose  by  the  Massachusetts  Cattle  Bureau  the 
numbers  of  which  have  been  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  Bureau 
prior  to  the  cattle  being  sent  out  of  the  State. 

Under  the  old  order  abuses  crept  in  and  the  department  v^as 
unable  to  correct  them.  A  herd  returning  from  out-of-State 
pastures  might  or  might  not  be  the  same  cattle  that  left  the 
State ;  it  might  be  double  or  treble  its  original  size ;  it  might 
contain  any  number  of  cattle  which  had  never  been  subjected 
to  inspection  by  this  Bureau.  All  of  these  things  v^ere  pos- 
sible because  of  the  lack  of  means  of  identification.  As 
amended,  the  regulation  insists  upon  the  use  of  the  numbered 
ear  tag,  with  office  record  of  the  same,  before  the  herd  leaves 
the  State,  and  upon  its  return  subjects  all  cattle  not  bearing 
the  official  tag  to  the  tuberculin  test. 

Acting  under  the  authority  granted  by  chapter  90  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  I  have  ordered  the  annual  inspection  of  neat 
stock,  other  farm  animals  and  premises,  required  by  law,  to 
be  made  between  February  1  and  March  15,  instead  of  in  the 
fall  months,  as  has  been  the  custom.  This  change  I  believe 
to  be  along  a  practical  line.  At  the  time  of  the  fall  inspection 
the  cattle  are  in  many  cases  scattered  in  pastures,  and  thus 
liable  to  escape  that  careful  examination  which  the  law  con- 
templates. Then,  again,  at  that  season  of  the  year  their  phys- 
ical condition  is  at  its  best,  rendering  the  discovery  of  disease 
more  difficult.  The  change  of  date  will  allow  the  inspectors 
to  more  completely  cover  the  ground,  will  show  the  cattle  in 
their  normal  condition,  and,  what  is  very  important,  will 
give  the  inspector  a  clear  understanding  of  the  conditions 
under  which  they  are  housed. 
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Recommendations. 
Right  here  I  wish  to  say  that  this  Bureau  should  have 
more  extended  authority  over  sanitary  conditions  of  stables 
and  other  farm  buildings.  N^othing  so  directly  affects  the 
health  of  animals  as  the  conditions  under  which  they  are 
housed.  We  may  enter  the  stables  and  inspect  the  cattle ;  we 
may  condemn  the  infected  members  of  the  herd,  and  order 
their  removal.  On  the  other  hand,  the  barn  may  be  reeking 
with  filth,  poorly  lighted  and  ventilated,  a  hotbed  of  disease 
germs;  yet  into  such  dangerous  surroundings,  after  we  have 
taken  out  the  diseased  cattle,  the  owner  may  bring  healthy 
cattle  which  in  turn  may  become  infected  from  these  impure 
and  unhealthy  conditions.  We  should  be  clothed  with  power 
to  open  such  barns  to  the  air  and  sunlight  and  to  cleanse 
them  in  a  suitable  manner,  if  our  cattle  work  is  to  be  crowned 
with  success. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  among  its  multifarious 
duties  the  supervision  of  buildings  in  which  dairy  cattle  are 
kept,  but  its  agents  apparently  do  not  see  the  conditions  quite 
as  we  see  them,  nor  do  they  have  our  opportunity  to  advise 
the  needed  reform  at  a  time  when  such  advice  is  most  likely 
to  be  effective.  A  vesting  of  such  authority  in  the  Cattle 
Bureau  would  be  in  the  interest  of  intelligent  classification  of 
work. 

Another  matter  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  is 
one  in  which  authority  is  divided  between  the  State  Board  of 
Health  and  the  Cattle  Bureau.  Under  the  law  the  Cattle 
Bureau  furnishes  stamps  or  brands  to  local  boards  of  health 
applying  therefor,  to  be  used  by  meat  inspectors  in  their 
respective  localities.  It  also  issues  rules  and  regulations  con- 
forming to  those  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry, under  Avhich  the  meat  inspectors  must  work.  But 
these  inspectors  are  not  appointed  by  this  Bureau,  nor  is  their 
appointment  subject  to  its  approval,  and,  still  further,  this 
Bureau  cannot  hold  them  responsible  for  any  failure  to  per- 
form their  duties.  They  are  responsible  to  the  local  boards  of 
health,  over  which  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  advisory 
power.    Here  seems  to  be  an  unnecessary  tangle  of  authority 
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that  needs  unraveling.  It  would  seem  that  the  State  Board 
of  Health  might  very  properly  furnish  these  stamps  and 
formulate  the  regulations  under  which  the  appointees  of  the 
local  boards  of  health  carry  on  their  work. 

The  ofRce  of  local  inspector  of  animals  is  of  greater  impor- 
tance than  is  commonly  recognized.  The  authorities  of  cities 
and  towns,  who  have  the  appointing  power,  should  exercise 
the  greatest  care  in  selecting  these  officials,  and  in  my  opinion 
this  Bureau  should  have  increased  authority  over  these  ap- 
pointees, in  order  that  they  may  work  in  harmony  with  the 
policy  of  the  department.  The  present  Chief  would  welcome 
an  opportunity  to  consult  with  the  local  authorities  on  this 
subject,  believing  that  their  purpose,  like  his  own,  is  to  secure 
the  most  efficient  men  available.  The  State  expects  and  should 
have  in  these  local  appointees  men  of  practical  efficiency,  who, 
having  been  tried  and  found  not  wanting,  should  be  retained 
in  spite  of  political  changes. 

CoNCLUSIOIs^. 

The  work  of  the  Bureau  has  been  largely  directed  toward 
the  suppression  of  tuberculosis.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  and  my 
opinion  was  formed  long  before  I  became  associated  with  the 
department,  and  has  been  strengthened  since,  that  it  cannot 
be  stamped  out  by  any  purely  theoretical  regulations.  It  can 
be  largely  suppressed,  however,  and  all  agencies  leading  to 
that  end  must  be  recognized  and  tactfully  employed.  Success 
will  only  be  attained  when  there  is,  in  addition  to  long-con- 
tinued and  persistent  official  effort  of  a  practical  nature,  co- 
operation upon  the  part  of  the  individual  cattle  owner. 
There  is  too  often  distrust  of  officials  when  there  should  be 
confidence.  The  agent  of  a  department  is  looked  upon  as  an 
enemy,  a  ruthless  destroyer  of  property  and  a  foe  to  be 
dreaded  and  avoided.  A  policy  must  be  adopted  that  will 
restore  confidence  and  afford  equal  protection,  without  exces- 
sive burdens,  to  the  humblest  cattle  owner  and  the  millionaire 
farmer  alike.  It  shall  be  the  aim  of  the  present  administra- 
tion to  work  for  such  results.  The  State  should  seek  to 
encourage  the  weaker  class  of  dairymen,  honest  minded  and 
well  intentioned,  and  assist  them  in  every  legitimate  way  tf^ 
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establish  herds  that  shall  be  a  credit  to  the  State  and  a  source 
of  profit  to  their  owners.  Once  established  on  a  healthy, 
profitable  basis  they  would  become  a  permanent  source  of 
supply  to  near-by  consumers,  who  would  thus  secure  a  fresh, 
healthful  product  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  appalling  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  cattle  owned  in  our  State  is  sufficient 
proof  of  the  need  of  such  a  policy. 

The  Massachusetts  Cattle  Bureau  was  not  established  for 
the  purpose  of  persecution,  nor  can  it  work  out  the  problem.s 
before  it  by  a  policy  that  relies  upon  prosecution.  Its  aim 
and  intent  is  to  restrain  and  correct  abuses  if  they  exist,  and 
at  the  same  time  stimulate  and  encourage  the  cattle  industry 
of  the  State  and  protect  the  health  of  its  citizens.  The  pres- 
ent administration  is  willing  and  eager  to  give  to  all  parties 
interested  helpful  and  encouraging  counsel.  We  want  everj^ 
farmer  and  stock  owner  in  the  State  to  feel  free  to  consult  the 
Bureau.  In  no  better  way  can  misunderstandings  be  cleared 
up  and  difficulties  solved.  To  attain  this  ideal  we  must  first 
have  honest  and  faithful  agents  of  the  State,  who  will  deal 
fairly  with  the  people,  and  then  we  must  have  the  co-operation 
and  confidence  of  the  cattle-owning  public,  which  will  only 
come  when  the  true  policy  and  aims  of  the  Bureau  are  more 
fully  understood.  I  am  sure  that  with  rational  interpretation 
of  the  law,  and  a  better  knowledge  of  the  benefits  sought,  the 
Cattle  Bureau  may  become  one  of  the  most  prized  depart- 
ments of  the  State,  and  that  the  producer  and  the  consumer 
will  eventually  recognize  in  it  an  institution  conducted  for 
the  welfare  and  protection  of  each. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  FREELA^iTD  WALKER, 

Chief  of  Cattle  Bureau. 
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